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at the Ministry of Defence-, and so the admission of the claim
that as cominander-in-chief of the armed forces of the state he
shared control with parliament but not with the government, and
support of the naval programme of the former ministry. How
the Socialist leaders would justify a personal volte-face on so
vital an issue was their business, but nothing should have blinded
them to the fact that such a volte-face would fatally quench the
new-found enthusiasm in the party, and, combined with the
decision to postpone once again the assault on power, would
profoundly dispirit it. The acceptance of such conditions by
shrewd party politicians is inexplicable even on the grounds of
personal ambitions, for such ambitions ultimately could only be
satisfied through the party on condition that the party was not
rendered impotent. But they made the decision and from that
moment the party ceased to play a decisive part. Its role was taken
by the trade unions, and in the last years of crisis of the Republic's
history Socialism, having thrown away its last chance of victory,
became nothing more than the resistance of a privileged class
to the attack on its privileges.
It is no palliation to say that foreign political considerations
outweighed any others or to ascribe the responsibility of the
decision to Stresemann. The continuance of the Social Democrats
in opposition would not have affected the foreign political situa-
tion, and Stresemann can hardly be saddled with the respon-
sibility for a decision taken by a party to which he did not belong.
That he influenced the decision is undoubted. In his sanatorium
at Bullerhoehe he had been driving his doctors nearly frantic by
insisting on taking an active part in politics. Two considerations
were uppermost in his mind. His experience in the election and
his analysis of the election figures had opened his eyes to the
possibilities of the situation caused by the disintegration of the
middle class and particularly to the extent of the alienation of
the younger generation from the Republic. The tendency for it
to turn to extremism was not yet obvious, but to anyone of his
penetration it was sufficiently obvious to be menacing. To arrest
that disintegration would require a conscious effort of concen-
tration, the type of effort which he himself was most competent

